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ETHIOPIA 
MENGISTU TELLS SOLDIERS TO PURSUE STRUGGLE 
1D201304 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 0500 GMT 20 Mar 79 LD/BA 


[Excerpts] An important meeting of government officials and representative of mas. 
organizations of Bale region, chaired by Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, opened 
at (Medawelahabo) hall in Goba yesterday afternoon. The meeting came at the end of 
Comrade Chairman Mengistu's tour of development projects in Bale region from 17 to 19 
March, 1979. Comrade Chairman Mengistu made a brief analysis of the national and 
international situation to the meeting. 


Earlier yesterday, Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional 
Military Aduinistrative Council and the Council of Ministers and commander in cnief of 
the revolutionary army, said that the country needs a strong and genuine party, a strong 
defense force, a strong economy, and a corscious, organized and armed working people 

in order to live free of the danger of being exploited, oppressed, attacked, humiliated 
and suffocated. Comrade Chairman Mengistu said this in a speech to the 12th Division's 
headquarters in Goba. 


Continuing his working tour of Bale region, Comrade Chairman Mengistu yesterday morning 
visited the 12th Division's trainine center, the town of Ginir, the Ebisa settlement 
center in Wabe district, and the headquarters of the 12th Division. 


At the Ebisa settlement center, Comrade Chairman Mengistu talked to leaders of the 
farmers cooperative and womens’ associations, and gave them encouragement and advice 
on ways of s*trengthening their assoviations. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu told the settlers that he appreciates their militancy in 
withstanding the repeated attacks perpetrated against them by the reactionary Somali 
ruling class aggressors through the tool of reactionaries whose interests had been 
affected. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu then went to the headquarters of the 12th Division. 


In his speech to members of the division at the regional conference hall, the comrade 
chairman expressed his pleasure at being able to talk to the 12th Division's liberation 
army, which has subdued reactionary invaders on the southern front and enabled the 
oppressed people of Ethiopia living in the region to breathe the air of freedom. 


He said that it is our historical obligation to follow from day-to-day the public and 
revolutionary activities of every platoon and fighting unit of the southern liberation 
army in general. He said our revolutionary comrades and the Ethiopian broad masses 
acknowledge the strenuous struggle members have been waging. 


The comrade chairman said that even though tne revolution and unity of Ethiopia has 
now reached a reliable stag:, it was impossible to say that absolute peace, which is 
vital for the major principles of the revolution--cultural, political and economic 
jJustice--has been completely restored. 
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The comrade chairmen went on to say tnat even though there is no place, either in the 
south or in the east, where the Somali flag is flying or where Somali forces are 
encamped, Somali soldiers are continuing to destroy life and property by changing their 
uniforms and slipping in through the very long border. 


He said that the class struggle nas been intensified in the morthern part. It is not 

only our revolutionary army staioned in the north which is putting up a bitter struggle, 
but all members of the revolutionary army that are struggling against reactionarics in 
defense of the broad massez they stand for and the unity and revolution of the sountry. 

The comrade chairman said: We have risen up, Saying: Revolutimary Ethiopia or death, 

and we must crush the enemy conpletely by intensifying the fight and pursuing the eneny 
everywhere. If we ignore our enemies for any reason, the struggle will become increasingly 
bitter and will require more time and sacrifice. 


The comrade said that the struggle will contime until peace is restored in the border 
areas of Ethiopia. He added: We would rather contime the struggle than sell out the 
principles for which s0 mmy of our revolutionaries have sacrificed themse'’ves. He went 
on to say that it was necessary to wage parallel struggles for the red [military] and 
green [agricultural] so as to safeguard our revolution. The comrade chairman noted 

that the sacrifices that revolutionary Ethiopia demands of its revolutionary sons and 
daughters and its revolutionary army are not gnall. He said that revolutionary Ethiopia 
embraces its sons and daughters who have spilled their blood for it. The restoration 

of Ethiopia's peace will come when our enemies are completely crushed. The comrade 
chairman said that there are many ways in which man can face death but a life sacrificed 
for a people's independence, equality, justice, democracy and socialism, and for the 
supremacy of the oppressed, deserves a special honor. He added that we must perform 
immortal deeds by sacrificing ourselves, and he reminded members of the division to 
struggie to the last for the worthy principles they are pursuing. 


In this respect, the comrade chairman pointed out that the sacrifices made by our 
revolutionary army, which is writing its history by its blood, to safeguard the existence 
and unity of revolutionary Ethiopia, justifies its claim to be tne Red Star of the 
Revolution. He expressed his strong belief that the time when we achieve absolute 
victory on every front is drawing near. 


Address to Civilians 
10202036 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 20 Mar 79 ID/CA 


[Text ] Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam has noted that the broad masses of the 
Bale Administrative Region have won victory after victory in defense of the revolution 
against the internal and external reactimary forces wnich had been exploiting and 
oppressing them. He advised them to have no patience with foreign hirelings who were 
today inflicting damage upon them by infiltrating into their administrative region. 
This is what Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council, the Council of Ministers and commander in chief of 
the revolutionary army told tne masses of the Bale Administrative Region in the Goba 
revolution square this morning, shortly before his departure for Arssi Administrative 
Region, having ended his visit to the Bale Administrative Region. 
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In his address, Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam asked the masses of the admini- 
strative region how they could possibly allow themselves to be trifled with and pushed 
around by the remnants of the old order and the hirelings of Siad Barre, when members of 
the revolutionary army had been recruited from their midst and had enabled the people of 
northern Ethiopia to breathe the air of freedom by dealing a death blow to separatist 
imperialist hirelings. He called on them to raise up their united arms against reac- 
tionary infiltrateors and crush then. 


The comrade chairman assured them that the Ethiopian revolution could not be attacked 
and destroyei as easily as the reactionartes hoped. He said the revolution was part and 
parcel of the world socialist movement, which aimed to eradicate oppression and exploi- 
tation, and that it was anticolonialist and antiracist. He said the Ethiopian struggle 
was deeply rooted ard well-founded. 


KENYA 
MOI CAY°ELS VISIT TO MACHKOS; CHAIRS COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
LD201936 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1600 GMT 20 Mar 79 LD/EA 
[Text] The president, Mr Daniel Arap Moi, today chaired a provincial commissioners meeting 
at State House, Nairobi, where administrative matters were discussed. The meeting, which 
continues tomorrow, was also attended, among others, by the vice president, Mr Mwai 
Kibaki; the attorney general, Mr Charles Nijonjo; the assistant ministers in the office of 
the president, Mr Wariithi and Mr Ole Tipis; and the permanent secretary in the office 
of the president, Mr Kariithi, who is also the head of the civil service. 


Meanwhile, it has been announced from the State House that President Moi's visit to 
Machkos, which was scheduled for tomorrow, has been canceled due to unforeseen circumstances. 


SOMALIA 
SRSP POLITICAL BUREAU MAKES NUMBER OF APPOINTMENTS 
LD201346 Mogadiscio International Service in English 1100 GMT 20 Mar 79 LD/EA 
[Text] At a meeting held on 16 March by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party, (SRSP| having considered the revolutionary 
situation and the revitalization, coupled with the strengthening of the role played 
by party bureaus and the pioneering efforts of the SRSP, the Politburo [as heard] passed 
the following resolutions: 


1. The reorganization of the party bureaus; 


2. Party representatives in the regions to report fr work at the headquarters of the 
party; 


53. To nominate the following persons as chairman and vice chairmen of the party bureaus 
as follows: 
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The Bureau for Central Committee Finance: Challe Brig Gen “Mohamed Ali Shireh, as 
chairman; Challe Ahmad Moham;d Dualeh as vice chairman; 


The Central Committee Bureau for Foreign Affairs: Challe Col Ahmad Mohamed Farah as 
chairman; 


The Central Committee Social Affairs Bureau: Challe Comrade Mohamad Abubakr as 
chairman; and Challe Mohamed Ali Nur as vice chairman; 


The Mobilization Bureau of the Central Committee: Challe Col Abd Al-Qadir Haji Mohaned 
as chairman; Challe Matmzad Abdi Dhunkal as vice chairuan; 


The Scientific Research Bureau: Challe Col Osman Mohamed Jelle as chairman; 
The Administrative Bureau of the Central Committee: Challe Ibrahim Mezgag Samatur; 


The Ideology Bureau of the Central Committee: Challe Mohamed Aden Shaykh as chairman 
and Challe Abdurrahman Axdeed Ahmad as vice chairman; 


The Finance Bureau of the Central Committee: Challe Col Abdillahi Wargame Mur as 
chairman; 


Party Workers Bureau: Challe Mohamed Ali Wargame as chairman; 


The Cooperative Bureau of the Central Committee: Challe Wargame Abdillahi [name 
indistinct ] as chairman; Challe Mohamed Jama Haji Kore as vice chairman; 


The Central Committee Inspection Committee Bureau: Challe Abdillahi Hassan as 
chairman; Challe Haza Mohamed Gadaweyne as vice chairman; 


The vice commandant of the National Security Service: Challe Col Mohamed Jibril Muse, 





TANZANIA 
NO PLANS TO OPEN BORDER WITH KENYA 
1D202028 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1800 GMT 20 Mar 79 ID/#A 


[Text] Dar es Salaam-The Tanzania Tourist Corporation has statec that it has no 
intention whatsoever of asking the government to reopen tne border between us and Kenya. 
This was said today by the general manager of the corporatia:, Nadu (Esro Marioga), 
when he was responding to questions from U.S, reporters who are ocirrently visiting 
Tanzania. The visit by the Americans is a regult of the good coop tration between the 
tourist corporation and British Airways aimed at expanding tourist activities in the 
country. 


Nadugu (Mariogo) said the decision to close the border was a progressive step for 
touriss inasmach as at present Tanzania is an independent touris’. certer. 
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The general manager aided tnat there are plans So expand tourism in the country by 
increaSing the mumber of hotels and improving transportation for visiting tourists. 
This includes cooperation with airline firms making use of Kilimanjaro and Dar es 
Salaan international airports. 


UGANDA 
MINISTZRS WARN BAGANDA 'COLLABORATORS! 
10201204 Kampala Domestic Service in English 0340 GMT 20 Mar 79 LD/EA 


(Texx] The ministers of provincial administration and of agriculture ani forestry, Brig 
Ali Padal and Colonel Garandi, have called on Entebbe residents to guard against 
listening to rumors about the present conflict between Uganda and Tanzania. 


The ministers nade the call when they were addressing Entebbe residents at Entebbe 
children's park. 


Brig Ali Padhul and Colonel Garandi told the residents tnat this is a tenporary situation 
ami so they could continue with their day-to-day work witnout fear and that they should 
be united and forget religious and tribal differenses. The two ministers further urged 
the residents of Entebbe to pray to God for peace and love to prevail in the country. 


Addressing themselves to residents of Entebbe district, Brig Ali Padhul and Colonel 
Garanli told them that it has come to the knowledge of the members of the security 
forces tnat there are some people collaborating and giving information to the invading 
forces in the district. The two ministers urged the collaborators to stop shis practice 
immediately. Brig Ali Fadbul and Colonel Garandi warned some Baganda who are beinz 
used by the Tanzanian troops to give them assistance to stop it; otherwise if they are 
found out, they will be dealt with accordinziy. 


The two ministers appealed tothe business community in Entebbe, and (Maioke) transporters, 
to concentrate on their businesses only. They advised the residents to cooperate fully 
with the members of the seourity forces, adding that they should report bad elements to 
the security officers. 


The two ministers were accompanied by the governors of Central Province and that of 
south Buganda, Lt Col Nasur Abdallah and Captain Kasim Ramadhan. 
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BENIN 
COOPERATION AGREEMENTS SIGNED WITH BENIN 
PA152237 Paris AFP in French 1731 GM’ 15 Mar 79 PA 


[Text] Cotonou, 15 Mar (AFP)--Having arrived in Cotonou last Tuesday, Czechoslovak 
Foreign Trade Minister Andrej Barcak signed agreements on technical, scientific and 
commercial cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation on Wednesday. 
Beninese Transport Minister Leopold Ahoueya, who is acting foreign minister, represented 
the Beninese Government. Leopold Ahoueya first voiced his satisfaction with the event. 
Then, recalling agreements signed in the past by other regimes, agreoments that were not 
implemented, the Beninese minister said that the People's Republic of Benin is more deter- 
mined than ever to cooperate with friendly and fraternal countries on the basis of mutual 
respect, mutual advantage and national dignity. The Czechoslovak foreign trade minister 
stated that he is convinced that relations between the two countries have taken a step 
forward, not only because of the agreements that have just been signed, but also because 
they are equally committed to the anti-imperialist struggle. 


IVORY COAST 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY BEGINS TALKS WITH LIBERIAN PRESIDENT 
PA200344 Paris AFP in French 1459 GMT 19 Mar 79 PA 


[Text] Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast, 19 Mar (AFP)--Ivoirian President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny and Liberian President William Tolbert began private meetings today in Yamoussoukro, 
birthplace of the Ivoirian chief of state located in central Ivory Coast. An authorized 
source indicated that the talks will deal with bilateral, regional, African and inter- 
national problems. This is the first time that the two presidents have met since their 
meeting 1 year ago. That was the “summit” which saw the reconciliation of Presideni:s 
Houphouet-Boigny and Leopold Sedar Senghor with Guinea President Ahmed Sekou Toure. The 
“summit” took place in Monrovia on 18 March 1978. On his arrival in Yamoussoukro aboard 

a special Boeing-737, President Tolbert stressed that he was making a “visit of friendship, 
fraternity and solidarity." 


He is accompanied by five members of his government. They are the agriculture, foreign 
affairs, finance and planning ministers and a minister without portfolio. Tolbert was 
welcomed by the Ivoirian chief of state, who was accompanied by Philippe Yace, president 
of the National Assembly; Alphonse Boni, president of tho [word indistinct]; four members 
of the Ivoirian Goverrment, and the ambassadors of the two countries in Monrovia and 
Abidjan. 


NIGERIA 


OFFICIAL DENIES SUPPLYING OIL TO SOUTH AFRICA 


LD210948 Lagos International Service in English 0730 GMT 21 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The National Petroleum Corporation has described as cheap propaganda the allega- 
tion that Nigeria was supplying oil to apartheid South Africa. The managing director of 
the corporation, Mr Festus Marinho, said in Lagos that the allegation, which was pub- 
lished in some foreign newspapers, was one of the intrigues by friends of the racist 
regime in South Africa. He added that the movement of ships was being monitored to 
insure that no ship which had something to do with South Africa or any unfriendly 
country was allowed to enter Nigeria. 
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ANGOLA 
CPSU DELEGATION ARRIVES IN ANGOLA 
LD201802 twanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 1200 GMT 20 mar 79 ID/EA 


[Summary] A CPSU delegation led by Aleksandr Vlasov, candidate member of the CBSU 
Central Committee and deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, arrived in Luanda today 
for talks on bilateral party cooperation. Vlasov met Angolan officials at MPIA head- 
quarters this morning. This afternoon he will meet Lucio Lara, secretary of the MPIA 
Central Committee. 


CAPE VERDE PRESIDENT STOPS IN ANGOLA EN ROUTE TO MAPUTO 
LD201646 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 1200 GMT 20 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Excerpts] At this hour the Radio Nacional de Angola calls on its reporters based at the 
4 Pebruary International Airport: 


This is the Radio Nacional de Angola correspondent reporting directly from the 4 Pebruary 
International Airport. The comrade president of the Republic of Cape Verde, Aristides 
Pereira, has just arrived in our country en route for Maputo, capital of the People's 
Republic of Mozambique. Comrade Aristides Pereira was welcomed at the airport by 
Comrade President Dr Agostinho Neto, members of the Political Bureau of the MPIA-Labor 
Party Central Committee, government officials and Cape Verdeans residing in Angola. 


At about 1400 President Aristides Pereira's aircraft will leave Luanda for the People's 
Republic of Mozambique. That is all for now. 


MOZAMBIQUE 
PORTUGUESE ENVOY ARRIVES IN MOZAMBIQUE 
LD202055 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GmT 20 mar 79 LD/EA 
[Text] Lt Col Melo Antunes, member of the Portuguese Revolutionary Council, arrived in 
Maputo this afternoon. Addressing the national news media Melo Antunes said that he 
was in Mozambique as a representative of the president of the Portuguese republic in 
order to discuss the need to increase political contacts. He added that his country 
considered it was now time to show its political goodwill and create conditions to make 
a dialog between Portugal and Mozambique, to be (held under well agreed and desirable 
circumstances), possible. 

NAMIBIA 

TERRORIST INCIDENTS IN NORTHERN NAMIBIA HIGH IN JAN 


1D202248 Johannesburg International Service in English 2100 GmT 20 Mar 79 ID 


[Text] Radio RSA's [this station] military correspondent reports that the terrorist 
conflict along the northern border of South-West Africa reached its highest intensity 
so far in January this year. The number of terrorists incidents in Jamary was at least 
25 percent higher than the same month last year, and information received indicates that 
about 5,200 SWAPO terrorists have gathered in Angola and in Zambia. 
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Because of this South African security forces had carried out limited military actions 
against SWAPO bases in Angola and Zambia during the past 2 weeks. 


The military correspondent said Angola is acting as host to at least four terrorist 
organizations, one of these is the African National Congress [ANC], a prohibited organ- 
ization in South Africa. The latest information said the ANC terrorists are being 
trained by Cuban and East German instructors and that attacks by ANC can be expected to 
increase this year. 


An estimated 28,400 military and civilian personnel from Cuba and East Buropean communist 
countries are said to be active in Angola. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


BOTHA INTERVIEWED ON ATTITUDE TOWARD WEST 


LD191301 London THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH in English 18 Mar 79 LD 


[George Evans interview with South Africa Prime Minister Pieter Botha in Cape Town-- 
no date given) 


[Text] [Botha] South Africa has always been known as a country where we have proper 
and clean administration, and we are very proud of it. That does not mean that occasional 
deviations will not take place. You always have individuals who are guilty of corrupt 

actions and practices, but we have built-in machinery for dealing with just such matters. 


First there is the auditor-general, who is a civil servant directly responsible to par- 
liament and not to individual ministers, and he reports to parliament. In this case the 
auditor-general brought these irregularities to the notice of parliament. I immediately 
appointed a judicial inguiry, which is now dealing with all the evidence and whose find- 
ings we await. I have no doubt in my mind that we shall be able to cope w.th it as soon 
as we have the final report. 


A lot of political propaganda is naturally being made out of it in South Africa. We 

are a democracy after all, but we have the machinery to deal with these matters and we 
shall do so in @ue course. I have been repeatedly challenged on this, and my reply is 
that not one member of the present cabinet can be held responsible for what went on. 

We had no knowledge of it because we were not consulted. If proof can be provided that 
we knew of these irregularities before the auditor-general brought it to our attention, 
then I would be prepared to resign and go to the country. I1 am still awaiting the proof. 
It won't be forthcoming. 


[Evans] There are fears among South African liberals that the goverment intends to 
take new powers to curb the freedom of the press. Mr Botha insists that these fears are 
groundless, though he warms that there is no room for what he calls an “irresponsible 
press” in South Africa: 


[Botha] Personally I am in favour of a free press and I know something from experience 
about the problems of newspapers. My goverrment stands for freedom of the press because 
we believe in democracy, but I say at the same time that this freedom must be maintained 
by publishing the facts and the truth and not by rumour-<mongering. An irresponsible press 
is the greatest enemy of democracy. [paragraph contimeds ] 
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The South African press established their own press council under the chairmanship of 
a highly respected judge of the Supreme Court, and there have been continuous discus- 
sions to try to improve the code of conduct by mutual agreement. ‘So far as the foreig 
press is concerned it has, with some exceptions, treated us badiy, But truth will 
eventually prevail, 


{Evans] Mr Botha's distrust of foreigners is not confined to visiting Journalists, He 
recently stated that the West had left South Africa in the lurch, I* is clear that 
this remark was aimed, in part, at the Americans, who encouraged the South Africans to 
go into Angola in 1975, and then told them to get out, But his resentment goes deeper 
than this; 


[Botha] There are a mumber of examples of our being left in the lurch, Om the question 
of South<dest Africa, for instance, the Western countries undertook certain commitments 
and then turned back on them Apart from that, we have now endured for many years an 
arms embargo applied by our former allies, who pretend to be our friends but try to 
cripple us in the sense that they do not want us to be able to defend ourselves, I 
reject such friendship. I say it is hypocrisy, This includes Britain, Our trade is 
good enough ‘or them, and they are quite content to accept the facilities we provide 

in our harbours for their shipping and so on, yet at the same time, by applying this 
embargo, they support our enemies in trying to destroy South Africa, 


(Evans) But the United States remains a major offender in Mr Botha's eyes, He believes, 
for example, that President Carter is preparing South Africa for black majority rule and 
that America, as he puts it, “is in the grips of a sickly humanism trying to appease 

Africa and at the same time feed the hungry crocodile from Moscow,” And for this reason: 


[Botha] Mr Breezinski, the president's security adviser, is on record as saying that 
they have a policy for South Africa, namely black majority government, and while they 
acknowledge that in South Africa's case this will encomter certain difficulties it 
still remains their aim All I ca@n say is that it would be disastrous for South Africa 
to accept such a policy, We are an independent country and make our owm internal 


arrangements. 


A system of black majority government in a4 wiitery state, or even a federation, has 
been rejected by the electorate on many occoasiong, It could lead to chaos, and even 
civil war, We are at present following @ course which I believe will enable all the 
different people of South Africa to determine their ow future in peaceful and stable 
conditions, 


I have every reason for saying that not only Mr Brzezinski but the communist trade 
wnion leaders in the West are among South Africa's first line of enemies, There are 
prominent members of the Communist Party in Britain who hold key positions in the trade 
unions which they use to create bad feeling against South Africa, 


[Evans] Mr Botha and his senior ministers have repeatedly acoused the West of applying 
double standards in their criticism of apartheid and the suppression of terrorism 


[Botha] Of course they apply double standards, Let me quote a few instances, South 
Africa has democratic government for most of its peoples, There is elected self- 
government and we have @ democratic parliament. In spite of that we are continually 
accused of destroying human rights, and this at a time when the Western countries are 
busy co-operating with Nigeria, for example, a country which was 4 military dictator. 
ship until a few months ago, There is only one reason for that display of goodwill.- 
and that is because their conseclences are steeped in the o11 barrels of Nigeria, 
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I also have in mind the fact that recial discrimination is not confined to South Africa. 
We are trying to get away from it as fast as possible. You must remember also that 
most of the discriminatory measures existing in South Africa were instituted while we 
were part of the British Empire. We Go not follow racial policies. Our policy is to 
ermble the people of South Africa to acquire the right of self-determination and become 
equal in every respect. 


Racial discrimination exists in the United States, and if you go to Paris you will be 
hard put toexplain the conditions in which immigrants live in the Algerian 

quarter. 1 also happened to have seen Notting Hill in London, and i must say I think 
worse conditions exist there than anything we would tolerate here. 


So far as the suppression of terrorism is concerned, when the French sent troops into 
Zaire and interfered there against military intervention by forces of Angola, “t was 
accepted and intermtionally hailed as a wise step. Yet when we protect the people of 
South Africa at their own request we are branded as aggressors. 


Wo, we are not acting more ruthlessly against terrorism than this--or than the British 
are being forced to act in, say, northern Ireland. 


{[fvans] Anglo-South African relations ere at an extremely low ebb. The South African 
foreign minister recently accused Dr Owen of encouraging violence by his “vindictive” 
remarks about the republic. 


[Botha] I personally am most disappointed that relations between Great Britain and 
South Africa are rather strained today. We have been good trade partners in the past 
ond in both countries we have people who are not wholly related to each other but 

have common cultural traditions and assets. The two countries ought to be well disposed 
towards each other and it should be manifested in the actions of their goverrmments. 

This is not the case today. South Africa is not trying to harm Britain, but successive 
British labour goverrmments have gone out of their way by their statemer£s and actions 

to harm South Africa. 


I say this is really 4 pity. I believe that Great Britain has lost a great deal of 
her influence in Africa Guring the past decade, and that can only be restored if she 
is prepared to accept the fact that we are vital to the development of the whole of 
southern Africa. Agriculturslly, technologically and scientifically we can be of 
immense help to the neighbouring African states in their development, but this can 
only come about if they have proper relations with us. 


The whole approach of Britain and certain other Western countries is to deny by their 
actioms the fact that we are really the key country for the development of the whole 
southern part cf this continent. Take Zambia. Their economy is in ruins. Their 
people are flocking across the borders to buy the necessities of life because their 
own shops do not have them. Yet South Airrica and Rhodesia are the villains of the 
piece and Zambia is an angel. 


I @ not want to interfere in the internal affairs of Great Britain, but I can only 
hope that the people of Britain, who through the centuries were well disposed towards 
the people of South Africa, will bring about the necessary change of government if they 
s0 wish it. The only labour prime minister I can think of who was well disposed towards 
us was Ramsay MacDonald. 
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[Evans] The three major problems facing South Africa are the Russian and Cuban presence 
in the continent, the "poisonous" arms embargo (as Mr Botha describes it), and the belief 
that the United Nations is bent on tal-ing over South-West Africa so as to hand it on 

a plate to Mr Sam Nujoma's Marxist SWAPO guerrillas. Mr Botha believes that South 

Africa has been double-crossed on these issues, not only by the UN but by the five 
western powers. As for the Russians and Cubans, however, he does not feel they pose 

an immediate physical danger. 


[Botha] I don't think the Russians will interfere directly. They do it by proxy. As 
far as the Cubans are concerned, we do not fear confrontation with them. We experienced 
such a confrontation in Angola and gave them a good hiding.... Today, however, pressure 
is being applied in various fields against South Africa by Marxist forces, and the 
Western countries have no counterstrategy to oppose it. On the contrary, they put 
stumbling blocks in the way of South Africa's attempts to counter this Marxist inter- 
ference, 


Ta. South-West Africa, where in the December elections more than 80 percent of the 
registered voters rejected SWAPO totally and voted for their own Constitutent Assembly. 
Though this was a proper election, witnessed by the international press, what did you 
get from the Western countries? They closed their eyes and refused to acknowledge it. 


We told the five Western powers that SWAPO is not interested in elections but only in 
bullying the majority of the people into accepting them at the point of a gun. If 

we were to play the game prescribed for us by Dr Waldheim, namely to allow SWAPO to 

acquire bases in South-West Africa and at the same time not allow their bases in Angola 

and Zambia to be monitored, it would be against the will of the majority of the people 

of South-West Africa, This is a swindle, I have stated categorically--and I repeat 

that we will fight any attempt to create chaos in South-West Africa, It is in the interests 
of everyone that stability should be maintained there, and if it is a question of making 

a choice between stability and acknowledgement by the West, then we will choose stability. 


[Evans] Mr Botha recently charged the United Nations and the five Western powe;s with 
deceit, dishonourable behaviour and cowardice over the South-. st Africa agreement. 
In spite of the hostility this aroused--the British ambassador, Sir David Soott, took 
the urmusual step of issuing a strongly-worded official rebuttal--Mr Botha remains un- 
impressed by the threat of sanctions; 


{[Botha] Personally I do not think the United Nations can apply sanctions against South 
Africa without hurting a lot of other members. In any case sanctions are a bad way of 
dealing with other countries because they can cut both ways if people aren't very 

careful. If sanctions were to be applied against South Africa it would create irritations, 
but it would certainly not bring us to our knees. 


{Evans] Ir *he six months since he became prime minister, Mr Botha has frequently been 
portrayec as a hardliner, and he has been nicknamed "Pieter the weapon." The image, 
he insists, is false: 


[Botha] One must accept that when you become the leader of a country you have to take what 
is pleasant together with that which is unplesant. We have a saying in Afrikaans that 

the highest trees catch the strongest winds, I cannot say I am a hardliner or trigger- 
happy or a hawk, but I do believe in principles. I detest weaklings in public life. 

I believe in straightforward and honest politics. 
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But I am not an angel I know I err quite often in my judgment. I just think this 

is a wonderful country with wonderful people and that it deserves better treatment 

by the civilized world than it is receiving. South Africa is not a third-rate nation 
and will not be kicked around. 


{Evans ) His determination not to be kicked around is a key to Mr Botha's character. 
In his 13 years as defence minister, a portfolio he still holds, he has managed to 
circumvent the arms embargo adroitly. 


[Botha] We have the ability to produce our ow arms. We have advanced very far in 
this direction. The only reason we do not manufacture all the arms we need is 
because the comparatively small quantities involved would render it uneconomic. But 
I am sure we can produce everything we need for, say, potential war in southern 
Africae 


We are capable of exporting very important military equipment to other countries and 
have in fact been visited by delegations from countries all over the world who came 
to look at our armaments industry. We have concluded agreements with a number of 
them, but we never say to whom we sell or from whom we buy arms. But I will tell you 
this. This country does not buy weapons or equipment on the black market, nor does 
it deal with middlemen or hawkers. 


It is also wrong to suppose that we receive the bulk of our arms from France. About 
60 percent, including certain naval craft, is supplied locally and of the remainder 
about 20 per cent is spent buying naval craft and the rest on purchasing hardware 
from a number of sources. 


{Evars ] According to Mr Botha, Russia has pumped billions of dollars' worth of military 
hardware into Africa in the past 10 years. But, he says, it is not only the Russians 
who are supplying arms: 


[Botha] It is other super powers such as America, and that is one of my complaints. 
I say that Africa can do without this military business and that the super powers 
should refrain from exploiting Africa. Look at Angola, in the grip of a civil war 
with her economy in ruins. The same applies to a large extent to Zambia and to 
Mozambique, which rely heavily on the South African railways. These countries do 
not need guns. What they need is economic development.... 


[Evans] Mr Botha recently warned that in future South Africa might follow a policy 
of neutrality and no longer send her sons to fight for a West which wanted to destroy 
her. He stands by that warning: 


[Botha] In the past we have looked upon ourselves as a full partner of the free 
world. We played our part in both world wars. We contributed our share in the 
Korean war and we took part in the Berlin airlift, and what we got for it was a 

kick in the teeth. Consequently I will tell you that South Africa will now think 
twice before she takes part on the side of the Western countries in future confronta- 
tion. Our future actions will be decided strictly by our own interests. 


[Evans] Rhodesia's future is, naturally, a matter of great concern to South Africa. 
Mr Botha is particularly critical of the West's response to the internal settlement: 


{Botha} It is in the interests of the whole of southern Africa that Rhodesia should 
become stable. We have always followed a policy of good neighbourliness towards 
Rhodesia and I personally believe that if Rhodesia is allowed to arrange her own 
internal settlement and it is supported by the Western powers, Rhodesia has a wonder- 
ful future as a multi-racial society. [paragraph continues } 
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The West has not treated Rhodesia well, especially Britain under the present government 
with their unwillingness to accept that the Rhodesian people are capable of reaching an 
internal settlement. I cannot see why terrorists from outside the country should be 
listened to. Britain made a terrible mistake in taking the Rhodesian question to the 
United Nations. It seems to be forgotten that South Africa and Rhodesia together have 
more than 90 per cent of the free world's chrome reserves, as well as other strategic 
minerals.... 


[Evans] Important though South Africa is as a source of mineral wealth, her future depends 
on a ready supply of fuel. The loss of Persian oil has therefore come as an especially 
hard blow. Even so, Mr Botha remains optimistic. 


{[Botha] The ofl situation is not only a problem for us but for the whole world. In the 
short term wehave problems but we can cope with them. We have stockpiled oil for a crisis 
situstion. On the whole we are not as dependent on oil] as some other countries. We 
depend more on electric power, but in any case we have made big advances in extracting 
fuel from coal. We are also busy drilling for oil and I hope we will find it. Definite 
steps to conserve fuel, such as reduction in the speed limit, have been taken and are 
being observed. Problems undoubtedly do exist--but they are not insurmountable. 


[Evans] Mr Botha concluded the interview and added, with a parting handshake and a dry 
smile: 


[Botha] I hope the economic difficulties in your own country will soon be overcome. 
BOTHA ANNOUNCES FURTHER INFORMATION DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATIONS 
LD162332 Johannesburg International Service in English 2100 GMT 16 Mar 79 ID 


(Text ] The South African prime minister, Mr P.W. Botha, has announced that the Erasms 
Commission of Inquiry into alleged irregularities in the defunct Department of Information 
has been instructed to inquire whether any member of the Cabinet had any knowledge of 
state subsidies to the citizen newspaper or any other irregularities in the former 
department. Speaking in parliament, Mr Botha also announced that approval had been given 
for a warrant against the former secretary for information, Dr Eschel Rhoodie, on charges 
of fraud or, alternatively, theft. Dr Rhoodie is at present abroad. Mr Botha said an 
advocate-general would be appointed from 1 June to report on alleged government irregu- 
larities and corruption. 


Rhoodie Implicates Vorster 
wC201858 Paris AFP in English 1828 GMT 20 Mar 79 NC 
{Text ] London, March 20, (AFP)--South Africa's Former Information Secretary Eschel 
Rhoodie has implicated South African President John Vorster in the "Muldergate” secret 


fund scandal, in an interview to be broadcast by BBC television tomorrow, it was announced 
here today. 


In an interview with David Dimbleby, Mr. Rhoodie, tne central figure in a scandal involving 
a secret fund operated by the now disbanded Sou’ African Information Department, said 

he had incriminating documents bearing the signature of South African Finance Minister 

Owen Horwood, 
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At a press conference here today, Mr Dimbleby said the five-hcur interview with 

Mr Rhoodie was conducted "in a luxury hotel somewhere in Europe,” because Mr Rhoodie, 
who is on the run, @id not want his whereabouts to be known. He quoted Mr Rhoodie 

as saying that President Vorster, at the time prime minister, was directly involved 

in a big clandestine propaganda campaign to sell Pretoria's apartheid policy through 
the creation of a pro-government newspaper THE CITIZEN and bribery of politicians and 
officials in Africa and Western countries. Mr Rhoodie reportedly added that all the 
documents about the scandal which he took along when he fled South Africa were hidden 
"in two @ifferent safes in a bank vault somewhere in Europe." Mr Dimbleby said that in 
preliminary negotiations through a third party, Mr Rhoodie had first asked 100,000 pounds 
for the interview, but later agreed to give it free of charge. 


MURDER OF S. AFRICAN LINKED TO INFORMATION DEPARTMENT SCANDAL 
NC201301 Paris AFP ir. English 1255 GMT 20 Mar 79 NC 


[Text] Capetown, Mar 20 (AFP)--Two former German mercenaries from Belgium Congo were 
each paid 30,000 rand (36,000 dollars) to kill South African Economist Robert Smit and 
his wife in November 1977, a former Transvaal supreme court judge said today. The 
murder appears to be linked to the secret funds scandal of the now disbanded South African 
Goverrment's Information Department. Former Judge J.F. Ludorf said in a statement that 
he was acting in the interests of a former South African Airways pilot who knew details 
of the affair. According to Judge Ludorf, the pilot wished to remain anonymous because 
he feared for his life. But the judge said he would testify before the Erasmus Committee 
set up to investigate the Information Department fund manipulations. Dr Smit, South 
Africa's former representative to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and his wife, 
were stabbed to death. At the time, Mr Smit was running as National Party candidate in 
the general elections. Police found mysterious emblems in his house at Springs near 
Johannerburg. Judge Ludorf said the police had received a statement from the airline 
pilot, and documents held by the man had been placed in a secure place. 


"In the event of the untimely death of my client, the police will in the circumstances 
reveal the statement and know whom to arrest for the murder of my clirct,” Judge Ludorf 
said. 


Judge Ludorf, who did not identify either the two mercenaries or their “employer”, said 
the statement in the hands of the police related how the two muderers arrived at 
Lanseria airport, near Johannesburg, from Luton airport near London at 0300 in the 
morning. They were taken from the airport in + car, to Springs where they carried out 
the murder of Dr Smit and his wife. Judge Ludorf said he knew the name of the man who 
Grove the car. 


"I know that the two killers were immediately afterwards taken back to Lanseria from 
where they returned to London in the same aircraft, before dawn the following day,‘ 
Judge Ludorf said. 


The revelations made by the former supreme court judge have had a bombshell effect here 
where Dr Smit's death has never been elucidated. Although Judge Ludorf 414 not say so 
outright, he implicity linked Dr Smit's death to the Information Department scandal, by 
making clear that his client would testify before the Erasmus Committee. The judge said 
he had knowledge of land purchases made by "a certain government department." "I know of 
the Chobe Hotel in Botswana, who was involved and the fact that bribery formed part or 
the transaction." 


Judge Lud@orf made clear that his client's statement contained further details on other 
affairs believed to be linked to the "secret fund" scandal. There has not yet been any 
official reaction to Judge Ludorf's revelations. 











